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“The Lord hath created Medicines out of the Earth :—With such doth he heal Men, and taketh away their Pains.” Eccies. xxxvuit. 4, 7. 
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To Subscribers for the “ Medical | and by which people suffer in this life, in 


News Paper,’ and others. 


It is over one year since the last num- 
ber was published. There are now four 
more due to complete the first volume. A 
considerable part of the subscribers have 
paid in advance, and four numbers more be- 
long to them; those who have not paid, 


have not been called upon, of account of 


the paper being stopped for awhile. 

Since the last number was published, the 
Editor has been called upon to journey, al- 
most the whole time to attend the sick and 
distressed, in New Hampshire, Maine, Ver- 
mont, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. So 
much other business prevented writing for 
the paper what was needful to make it 
profitable to the subscribers and others who 
might read them. 

reople from almost every direction, who 
were subscribers, and wany others, have 
urged the Editor to continue the work, as 
it has been considered necessary that such 
a publication should be laid before the pub- 
lic. The present almost universal prac- 
tice of administering medicine has become 
alarming in a great degree beyond what it 
ever was before. Multitudes are determ- 
ined not to use arsenic, mercury, nitre, opi- 
um, cicuta, apple peru, and other things of a 
deadly nature, choosing rather to risk their 
lives without, than with them. 

In my view of the subject, this practice 
or mode of treating the sick, is one of the 
most alarming and melancholy thingsin our 
country, or in the whole world. False 


governments may make slaves of the peo- 
ple; false doctrines may keep people in ig- 
norance, and cause them to imagine a 
thousand evils in a world to come, which 
they will only fear, but never endure; but 
powon is areal evil, an evil felt, endured, 


their persons and property, and the conse- 
quence of using such things frequently is 
| death, and if not, distress, pain, loss of sight, 
‘hearing, or of the use of limbs for life, 
being neither dead nor alive ; or ascomfort 
to themselves,their friends,or of public use. 





The only way to check this present ex- 
| tensive, alarming and growing evil, is, for 
|such as know it, to make a firm stand a 
|gainst it, by exposing the evil, and by in- 
‘troducing the medicine which the Lord has 


'created out of the earth, even, ** Herbs for 


the service of men” Psalm. 10}, 14. 

Within twenty years past, the knowledge 
of vegitable medicines has increased, more 
than it had for halfa century before. And 
it is now rapidly increasing in various parts 
of ourcountry. The calls for vegitable 
medicine is greater every year. The past 
year exceeds alll have known before.— 
People are much more opposed now to 
fashionable medicines (poison) than ever 
they were, and are more desirous of medi- 
cines which grow out of the earth. 

Within a few years, several young men 
have studied with me, and are qualified to 
administer medicine understandingly, and 
with unparalleled success. They have the 
confidence of the sick, and their friends, 
and have their full share of business, not- 
withstanding all the opposition raised by the 
tongues of the advocates for poison; and 
blood letting. There are at this time more 
than one hundred in the New England 
states, and New-York, who have under- 
standing of this medicine, and who adminis 
ter the same with great success. 

The question at the present time is sim- 
ply this,—“ Shall we remain silent and in- 
aetive ; or shall we shew as much zeal to pro- 
note and increase the knowledge of veg itable 
medicine, as is manifest on the other side, to 











continue the use of such poison as its advo- 
cates say, is of a most deadly nature 2” 

The God of the whole earth has given 
us a rich country; and a righteous govern- 
ment ; where all are declared free and equal ; 
where no “ privileged class” is allowed by 
the general government, (though such a 
class is allowed in some of the state gov- 
ernments) and where no resr is required 
by the law. In this country grows food, 
raument and medicines suited to all our wants. 
People acknowledge generally. that enough 
grows to remove all disease, if it was known. 
What these things are is known by many ; 
and by the persevering exertions of a few, 
multitudes might know what will relieve the 
sick ; and it is the duty of the few to use 
their exertions to make these things knowa. 

An objection is made,—** that the num- 
ber who understand vegitable medicines 
is small and what head-way can they make 
against the host opposed to this new and 
living way!” ‘The aposties might have 
made this objection So might the few who 
signed the declaration of independence, 
when they had the whole world against 
them; but they plead the righteousness of 
their cause, and appealed to heaven for the 
uprightness of their motives in the declar- 
ation. In their course one chased a thou- 
sand, and two put ten thousand to flight. In 
this case we have truth on our side, and the 
good of our country in view, by persever- 
ing we shall surely be successful. 

The writer of this has been constantly 
employed for twenty two years past, in 
writing in favour of our government, and 
of that doctrine contained in the New Tes- 
tament: In these two things the victory is 
in a great measure obtained. There is one 
thing more to be understood, and our coun- 
try will be free, and not till then When 
the disguise of latin and Greek is taken off, 
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which is the wrapper over rorsox; when 
men see the difference between the most 
deadly poison, and that medicine which 
God has caused to grow to heal men, then 
will our country be free from tyranny un- 

der the name of government, medicine and 
eligion, and never till this is done. 

Let us not be afraid of the stigma which 
may be fixed on us by designing men, but 
proclaim the good and the right way; and 
thus serve our generation, and lay a foun- 
dation for the good of millions who now 
live, and those who shall hereaiter be born. 


—p—— 


The Faculty [or Doctors} of Tom- 
buctoo, (.4frica.) 
[TRANSLATED FOR THR GALAXY. | 

“ There is, in the interior of Africa, a 
celebrated city which is called Tombuctoo. 
Now this city possesses a faculty of medi- 
cine, famous throughout all Nubia, and 
which alone can give the right purgaredi, 
seignand? taittandt et occidendi tmpune per- 
totarro Afiecam. Aftera great revolution 
which happened, | know not what year, 
the faculty had been expelled trom Tom 
buctoo, intruders had usurped the doctoral 
bonnet and taken to themselves the sole 
right to deliver diplomas. 

The true faculty having been restored 
some years after, to the fullness of their 
rights, published in the Moniteur of Tom- 
buctoo, the following ordinance : 

We, &c, 

Article ft. All which has been done dur- 


ing our absence, and under the direction of 


the soi disant faculty of Tombuctoo, is null 
and without effect. 

2. The cures and operations that have 
taken place before our return, are and shall 
remain revoked. 

3. The sick, who shall have been attend- 
vd by the soi disant doctors and surgeons 
of the said sot disant faculty, shall be treat- 
ed anew, agreeably to our orders, without 
being allowed to dispense with them even 
under the pretext that they are é.ad, 

4. Whoever shall have recovered their 
health by the cure and remedies of the svi 
disant doctors not being cured by right 
means, shall be compelled to become sick 
in twenty four hours. 

5. Those of our faithful sick, who have 
loyally died, rather than be cured by means 
contrary to the doctrines of the faculty, are 
in virtue of these presents relieved of their 
disease, and may whenever they judge pro- 
per; come out of the earth, and be well 
again.”’. Given at Tomsucreg, &c. 


Every person of discernment will see 
that this condact of the Tombuctoo doctors, 
is unjust, oppressive, weak, foolish and un- 
reasonable. Zhe whole amount of their 
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conduct is this. “ We have the sole and | 
exclusive right to administer medicine to | 
the sick. Men had beiter die under our 
administration, than be cured in any other 
way.” Some it appears prefered death toa 
cure by any but this pretended privileged 
class. So tyranical were these doctors, that 
they directed, that all cured by others 





should be made sick again within twenty 


four hours, and be attended anew. For | 





cine, will bring on them the same thing 
now on the clergy of this country, who are 
making every exertion in vain to save a 
sinking condemned, rotien bottomed vessel. 


—-—- 


A Serious Question Answered. 


It is often said—* Jf the common or fush. 
ionable medicines are so POISONOUS, aid 
dangerous, why hasict the great Governor oj 


what? that this privileged class might! the world, long before now, prevented tie us: 


have as much money from them as though 
they had attended them when first taken 
sick 

Such conduct it is likely, will be con- 
demned by every reader of this artitte, 





of them ?” 

The same question may be asked re. 
specting tyrannical governments and anti- 
christian doctrines, or taise religions. Faise 
governments, false religions and false med. 


What is the difference between this con- | icines, are but three generations, one pro 


duct, and the spirit of maltitudes at this day | 


wio appear desirous of having the exclu- | 


sive right of attending ali who need medi- 
cal aid. ‘They do not complain because 
the sick are cured, but because it is done 
by others besides their own order. It is 
saying, you have no right to cure the sick ; 
this belongs exclusively to US. Had they 
the power, | think they would never con- 
sent that any should attend the sick, but 
such as belong to their societies. A law 
was once made in England, as | am_ inftorm- 
ed, that none but this privileged class 
should administer medicine in London, nor 
within six miles of the city in any direction. 
Give the modern doctors that power, and I 
have no doubt but such a law would be 
made in this country. 

Some in our country are such dupes to 
poison and the dealers in it, that they say, 
they had rather die, than take medicine 
from any other, or take any other kind of 
medicine, «nd multitudes have their choice ; 
choosing strangling and death rather than 
life. 

This spirit which claims exclusive privi- 
leges, has reigned in kings and priests in 
all ages down to this day. A republican 
government here has put an end to this 
power as to kings and priests; but not to 
the doctors, who, in many respects, are now 
a privileged class, more than any men in 
the United States. George the III. labor- 
ed in vain to exercise this power over free 
born Americans. The Clergy tried it to 
their disadvantage. ‘This spirit banished 
Roger Williams, hung the quakers, caused 
a baptist minister to be publicly whipped 
in Lyon for preaching in a private house 
without leave of the parson. It nailed up 
the baptist meeting house in Boston, im- 
prisoned and banished people of that order. 

The conduct of these usurpers has done 
much towards their downfall, and they are 
now become “weak as other men.” In 





Newhampshire and Vermont they are tax- 
ed the same as other men. The course the | 


doctors are pursuing, in endeavoring to | 
monopolize every thing pertaining to medi- 


ducing another, to the third generation, am 
no further. A tyrannical government is the 
father of a false religion; and the grant. 
father of false medicmes, or poison une 
the name of medicine. An advocate fer 
the first, is generally an advocate tor th 
other two. ‘ He that loveth him that be. 
gat; loveth him that is begotten.” 

Nebuchaduezzar pertecied tyranny 
Babylon, or carried it to the highest pite! 
of power and oppression. ‘That sume pou. 
er produced a false religion, which enje.s- 
ed obedience, or the worship of an imag 
upon the pain of burning in the fiery furi- 
nace. These produced a third, for th. 
sick. The priests of their religion wer 
the phystcrans, and the rulers in the king- 
dom ; and the religious order decreed whi 
should be given to the sick. If a man admin. 
istered to the sick as the king and priest (/- 
rected; all was considered right, though 
the sick man died. If the physician ai- 
ministered medicine contrary to the law 
of the king and priest, he was hung, though 
the sick man was healed. He was killed, 
not for curing the sick man, but because he 
disobeyed the king and priest. 

A false government, and false religion 
Serve to shew the greater glory and ex- 
cellence of a true government, and true re- 
ligion. ‘This is seen and known in our 
country at the present time; and without 
any doubt, something in the wisdom of God, 
will be manifested hereafter, by the intro- 
duction of false medicine which will lead 
to a greater discovery of the nature and 
excellency of that medicine which is de- 
signed for the healing of the nations. 

At present we shall only answer the 
question by the following. Men acting in 
a false government, in a false religion, or 
false medicine are often oppressors, and by 
them millions are the oppressed. By faise 
medicine or poison, the world may sudden- 
ly be delivered from an oppressor, so that 
the words of Isaiah are literally true ;— 
* How hath the oppressor ceased?” Kings 
have killed priests and doctors ;—priests 


| have killed kings and doctors it is likely; 
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and no one will doubt, but doctors in their 
turn have administered their medicine so 
that kings and priests have died. ‘There 
is nothing more easily done, than fora doc- 
tor to give so much opium, arsnack, mer- 


cury, or antimony, as to cause the death of 


a king or priest, or any other person. 

The doctors are frequently heard to say, 
they gave such a sick person opium or mer- 
evry enough to kill six or ten men, and 
those who take so iach generally die. It 
is to me about certain, that queen Caroline 
died in this way, and possibly Bonaparte, 
and many others. | once* heard a doctor 
say, that the present mode of practice, was 
remarkably ca!culated to carry off old maids; 
wives not wanted, and children not desired. 


—_— 


Surgical Blunderers. 


From the Philadelphia Journal of the Med- 
ical and Physical Sciences. Published 
May, 1821. 


In Dr. Gibson on bony tumours, page 
136, 7, is the following :— 

* Whoever attends an European Infirma- 
ry, will be struck with the diversity and 
multiplicity of operations, performed upon 
the most trivial occasions. Willit be cred- 
ited when I say that the illustrious founder 
of American Surgery, during a practice 
both hospital and private, of thirty years, 
and more extended than that of any other 


individual of our country, has hardly ever | 


had occasion to resort to amputation? I[t 
may be asked what became of his patients ? 
I answer, they have been cured by general 
and local:means. Doctor, said a Surgeon 
of Pennsylvania Hospital to a distinguished 
practitioner of a neighbouring city, what 
would be done in your town with such a 
leg ? We should cut it off. was his reply. We 
can cure it here without, rejoined the other, 
‘Ip a certain London hospital,” says Dr. 
Gregory, ‘a patient was under the care of 
the physicians, on account of a very bad 
leg, which baffled their skill, and appeared 
to them almost hopeless; they therefore 
requested a consultation of the surgeons, to 
examine the leg and to decide what should 
be done with it. ‘The surgeons according 
ly met, examined it, consulted about it, and 
resolved nemine contradicente, that the leg 
could not be saved, and ought to be cut off. 
They cut it off without delay. But, strange 
to tell. the physicians, at their next visit, 
on examining the patiest, found to their 
great astonishment, the supposed hopeless 
leg. as fast to his body as ever it had been. 

The puzzle was soon explained. It hap- 
pened that the man had two legs, both of 
them very bad ; one the physicians thought 
they could save, the other they dispair- 
ed of. There being but right and wrong, it 
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tion took the wrong. Both physicians and 
surgeons I believe, were a little disconcert 
ed at that quid pro quo ; and as it was thought 


the man’s legs, they exerted themselves to 
the utmost and saved the leg which should 
have been cut off: so that after all the 
poor man was but one leg out of pocket. 
As I was not an eye witness of this edify- 
ing transaction, it is proper to give some 
notion of the genealogy of the story, which 
is very short and simple. I[ have it froma 
reverend clergyman, who had it from one of 
the physicians concerned, aod who is now 
one of the most eminent of his profession in 
London. I know both the clergyman and 
the physician intimately; I know them 


and | have no doubt that the facts were 
just as | bave stated them. 

These remarks may appear, perhaps, ir- 
relative, but I am satisfied of their import- 
| ance, and shall be gratified if they tend to 

check the disposition, so prevalent among 
| young surgeons, to use the knife ; or con- 
tribute in a single instance to alleviate pain, 
or remove diseases by milder or more ap- 
propriate means.” 

Remarks.—1. It appears from this story, 
that the practice of taking off limbs in Eu- 
rope is common, even when no such thing 
needs to be done. ‘The same may be said 
of some called surgeons in America. I knew 
a young man who took cold in his knee by 
working in the water. The doctors worked 
upon it tillit became stiff, and he appeared 
in adecline. They then said it must be 
i taken off. This was done, and in a few 
weeks the whole went together : the young 
man died. Had he been properly treated 
at first, there is no doubt in my mind, but 
he might have been cured in a short time. 

2. We may notice the ignorance of the 
surgeons. ‘hey did not know the differ- 
ence between a lame and well leg; and 
took off the one that might have been left 
on. ‘The physicians, it seems, were not 
remarkably discerning ; for alter the well 
leg was gone, they did all they could, and 
saved the sick leg. What a pity it was 
that they did not try hard to save the leg 
before the other was gone! 

3. The Doctor calis this an “ edifying 
transaction.” Doubtless this with the doc- 
tors was a laughable matter; but how dis- 
tressing to the poor man! And how great 
bis loss through the Ignorance of such 
blunderbeads! Like the fable of the boys 
and frogs: Sport to the boys, but death to 
the frogs. 





| 
| 
| 
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—_—_—— 


Deaths caused by Opium and oth- 
er Poisons. 


Mr. Bolton, a millerin N. Haven, (Con ) 
lost a fine boy by the administration of opi- 


rather a strong measare to cut off both of 
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um, sold for Godfrey's cordial, at a grocer’s 
shop, to which the mother sent for three 
pence worth of that preparation. It is 
much to be regretted, that ignorant per- 
sons are allowed to vend such mortal drugs 
Atheneum. 


Mr. Joseph Goodrich. She had lain down, 
preparatory to watching with a sick neigh- 
bor, but feeling unwell, got up about 9 o’- 
clock, and took some drops of Prussic acid. 
The effects were such as mig'st have been 
| expected to a per on unused to that deadly 
| poison. She w soon thrown into convul- 
sions, and died at midnight.— Boston Patrios, 
Sept. 8, 1824. 





| 


—— 


both to be men of verasity and men of sense ; | 


| Inefficacy of fashionable Medicines 


(or Poison) and false theories, condemned 
by the Faculty, ** As also one of their own 
poets have said.” 


The following is taken from “ the Phila- 
delphia Journal of the Medical and Physic- 
al Sciences.”’ ** Read before the Academy 
of Medicine, by Samver Jackson, M. D. 
president of the Board of Health, 1820. 
He says—* It ais subject of well founded 
complaint, that it has been a prevailing vice 
with medical writers, to indulge in partial, 
encomiastic, and it isto be feared, some- 
times fanciful representations of the pow- 
ers and efficacy of some favorite remedy or 
mode of practice, to the introduction of 
which into medicine, they have been in- 
strumental, but have not been justified by 
subsequent experience. Sanguine expecta- 
tions have been in this manner too o/ten in- 
judiciously excited, that have trmn_ ed in 
disappointment dark and bitter, asthe hopes 
they had nurtured were bright and pleas- 
ing. How many of the articles of the for- 
mer materia medica, celebrated for their 
virtues, are now known to be inert and use- 
less! How many of our present medicines 
have been invested with curative energies 
for formidable diseases, in which a sober 


j and matured experience has proved them to 


be of none or of little avail! What different 
systems and modes of treatment, founded on 
baseless theories, partial views, and limited 
observation, have enjoyed their short-lived 
reigns, extolled and detended by misjudging 
partizans. but which now lie entombed in 
dusty and undisturbed tomes, and are 
brought into recollection only to display the 
errors they embraced, and the follies of their 
pretentions !” . 


Remark.—Can any man of common sense 
blame us for disapproving of the common 
medical theories, when some of the most dis- 
cerning among them do the same ? Let them 
produce a theory which will benefit the 








was not very marvelous that the consulta- 





sick and we will adopt and recommend it. 


In Beverly, Mass. Mrs. Mary, widow of’ 
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ELIAS SMITH, Physician, 


TAKES this method to inform the citizens of Bos- 
ton, and the publie in general, that he continues his 
practice, in attending the sick with vegitable medi- 
cines only, without the use of mercury, arsenic, Opt 
um, antimony, or any vegitable poison, and without 
bleeding, blisters, or setons. 

His unparalleled success in Boston and the coun- 
try around, can be shewn in the following kinds of 
diseases :—Ague in the face; tooth-ache; pain in 
the ears; inflamation in the eyes ; temporary loss oi 
sight; recent deafness ; noise in the head; dizziness 
in the head; delirium caused by obstructions in the 
brain; dropsy in the brain; brain fever; sores in the 
head; sores on the head; swellings in the neck; pal- 
sy in the throat, causing loss of voice, or difficulty in 
swallowing food or drink; swelling of the glands; 
cancers; king’s evil; St. Anthony’s fire; St. Vitus’ 
dance ; stiffness of the neck ; lock-jaw ; asthma; rheu- 
matism; gout; consumption in the first stages of it; 
fevers; fever and ague; cramp in the stomach or 
limbs ; convulsion, and hysteric fits; spasms; palsy ; 
leprosy ; dispepsie; liver complaint; palpitation of 
the heart; pain in the side; hydrophobia; poison 
caused by taking opium, mercury, arsenic, garden 
hemlock, apple peru, or the bite of poisonous ani- 
mals; measles, piles, fellons, tape-worms ; jaundice ; 
bilious cholic; Pear morbus ; salt-rheum ; diabet- 
us, stranguary ; gravel; apoplexy; croup; inflama- 
tion of the kidneys and bladder ; internal bleeding, or 
spitting blood; inflamation of the breast; bruises ; 
epilepsy; gangrene; all the variety of female com- 
alata | rickets ; warts, itch, &c. 

The following valuable medicines for the use of 
families, prepared by E. Smith, are kept constantly 
for sale at No. 16, Prince Street, Boston, near Charles- 
town bridge. 

Vegitable Powders.—This medicine is an excel- 
lent composition for old or young male or female ; 
useful in violent colds, fevers in the first stages, cold 
and foul stomach, jaundice, pain in the stomach and 
bowels, dysentary, cholic, loss of appetite ; female 
complaints caused by sudden cold. If taken in the 
first stages of disease, they seldom fail of effecting a 
cure, as multitudes can testify. 


Vegitable Elixir.—This gives immediate relief, in 


cases of tooth-ache ; an in the stomach and bowels,, 
r 


or in the first of a rheumatic complaint. Also for 
bruises, strains, cuts, or cramp in the bowels or limbs. 
As a preventative of mortification, it exceeds all oth- 
er medicines. 
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Vegilable Bitters—These are valuable for jaun- 
dice ; correcting the bile, assisting the digestive pow- 
ers, warming the stomach, and for removing costive- 
ness ; and may be taken with perfect safety by old 
or young, male or female, in all conditions when me- 
dicine is needed. 

Vegilable Ointment—For sprains, callouses, shrunk 
cords, stiffness in the joints, contractions in the mus- 
cles, or withered limbs, cramp in the neck, &c. 
Cough Powders—Remarkably useful to remove 
obstinate coughs, particularly the whooping cough, 
which it seldom fails to cure ; and may be sately giv- 
en to children or adults. Also, vegitable snuff, for 
clearing the cold frora the head, removing pain in tie 
head, and catarrh. 

For sale, as above—“ The Medical Pocket Book, 
Family Physician, and Sick Man’s Guide to Health, 
containing a description of such vegitable medicines 
as are chiefly the produce of our own country; the 
manner of preparing and using them, with a descrip- 
tion of the diseases peculiar to people in the United 
States, and the method of cure, with vegitables only, 
being an extensive improvement, beyond any thing 
of the kind ever before published. _ Price, 5 dollars. 
By Extas Smitn, Physician. 

This Book is worthy of a place in every family, as 
the use of the medicine described, will prevent long 
and distressing sickness, and will in a short time re- 
move violent pain. 


Sea faring men may be supplied with vegitable 
medicines, which if taken in the first stages of dis- 
ease, will prevent those malignant disorders, which 
Americans are exposed to in foreign ports, or on 
their passages. | 

All orders from the country will be particularly at- 
tended to, and such directions given as is needful. 


The subscriber, having administered the above 
mentioned medicines in Boston and various parts of 
the country, for almost eight years, feels a strong con- 
fidence in recommending them, as prepared by him, 
as a safe and sure remedy, in all curable cases, if ad- 
ministered according to his directions. 


E. S. 
No. 16, Prince Street, Boston, Mass. 


October 26, 1824. 
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